
Resource Sharing 

 
BICO maintains a high community standard for the free release of data and materials. BICO understands and 
agrees to comply with the NIH policy on Sharing Research Data and on Sharing Model Organisms (as outlined 
in the NIH Guide, February 26, 2003 and May 7, 2004). 
  
Data Sharing Plan 
The principal investigator and co-investigators acknowledge their willingness to share data and materials with 
other eligible investigators through academically established means. Data will be shared with collaborators as 
soon as available; with local colleagues at seminars and talks; and with the scientific community at large by 
posters and presentations at local, regional, national, and international scientific meetings. Finally, data will be 
presented via publication to the widest audience possible. Press interviews on important publications are 
arranged through the BICO Office of Public Affairs. 
  
Resource Sharing Plan 
Scientific resources produced in the course of this work are valuable for the scientific community. They will be 
shared with collaborators as soon as they are available; will be provided to other scientists before publication if 
the work to be done is different from our purposes; and will be provided to the scientific community upon 
request when findings have been published. Transfer of resources is subject to the acceptance of a Materials 
Transfer Agreements as required by policy at BICO.  
  
Model Organisms 
No new model organisms will be developed, but methods and data for our animal studies will be made 
available to the scientific community as noted above. 
  
Genome Wide Association Studies (GWAS) 
All data will be deposited in the Database of Genotypes and Phenotypes (dbGaP) in a timely fashion, where 
access to these datasets will benefit the entire research community. We have developed a data dictionary of 
phenotypic features (Appendix) that will be associated with sample data deposited in dbGAP. The principal 
investigator and co-investigators have long track records of sharing genomic data sets, biorepositories, and de-
identified clinical data with qualified researchers and research networks. Tissue samples have been shared 
with multiple academic health centers, cancer centers, commercial research programs, and other institutions, 
including the Food and Drug Administration. 
  
  
BICO has an office dedicated to technology transfer and the commercialization of new ideas and inventions 
developed at BICO. Whether patented or not, resources are transferred and distributed by several means 
according to the needs of the end-user. For other academic and non-profit researchers, the resources are 
typically transferred under standard Material Transfer Agreements. For requests by for-profit organizations, the 
resources are made available under standard non-exclusive license. 
 


